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Figure 4. Identifying tick species can be difficult for pet owners and even for experienced clinicians. The variation in size among
species is tremendous. A female Amblyomma tick can be as long as 10 mm, whereas a female |. scapularis tick may be only
2.5 mm. Also, nymphs, larvae, and adults all feed on hosts and can look different. Larvae have six legs and are sometimes
called seed ticks; nymphs and adults have eight legs. Some very small ticks can easily be mistaken for mites. The above
images illustrate the general appearance of several tick species, and the adjacent maps show their current

areas of distribution.



